LSTTAC | 
Written to a Chriſtian Friend £ and one of iche 
Parliament Men. 


PROPOSING 


The groundleſneſs of the P/rafor T yrs, 
impropriat Tyrns, or Tyra as aRe- 
venue due tothe Magiſtrac, 


Plalm 119. verſe 128. OT IRE 
T berefore I efteem all thy Precepts concerning all things to be 
right, and T1 hate every falſe way. 
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Cbrifian Reader, 
"F Here are Reaſons not expreſſed, why: this Letter 
'® was printed : and did you know what muzing 
thoughts (in the ſolicary night) I had, and what pray. 
ers and fighes went from my heart, defiring God to 
ſpeak me ſilent; becauſe being no party that pay or 
receive Tyth: and how I have objeRed, that I am no- 
man of power in the Nation, and that I minde things 
£00 high for me, and am unprofitable ro Church or 
Srate, and a Veſlell but for mean uſe, and that needs 
muſt I erre, being no Maſter-builder : Yet confider- 
ing again, the Grear Potter of the Earth hath made 
me for ſome End, I date natbue moveas Tam move- 
ed: the dumbAſs was not to be ſmitten when not faul- 
ty- Thus praying you, that what you finde rude and 
weak in theſe enſuing Lines, that charge on mee as- 
mine, but what you finde of Truth and Juſtice there, 
that is my God's, and thy God's, to whom I commicr 
thec and all the Flock of Chriſt, And that you may 
reade without prejudice, I ſhall conceal my Name, 


not fearing who can blot it if written in the Lamb's 
Book of Life, | 
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Honorable Sir, 
He Salutacion of him that is unworthy greets you, and 
preſuming on your unfeigned love to the Lord Jeſns 
Chriſt, and all his Saints, Ido write theſe ; and that you 
ſhould not want encouragement in this Work of the 
Lord now called to, 1ſhall tell you, the prayers and breathings of . 
the hearts of Gods Saints are,that you may do worthily,and much 
for Gods honor; & firſt be as zealous for the Sons bonor as the Son 
was for his Fathers. See you not the pollutions of the Land ? how 
baſe and wicked men make merchandiſe of the Word of the Lord, 
and preach in the Name of the Lord, when the Lord never fent 
them ! that know nothing of the operation of the Spirit by 
which the Word ſhould be publiſhed ! theſe dumb Souls, I hepe 
you will finde ſomewhat like the Rods of ſmall Coards ro drive 
them our, for they have no part nor fellowſhip in this buſineſs, 
well you may call them your Servants ,and aq + but (breft - 
owns them not, they never came in by the Door, wherefore their 
work, and your care, and wages for them, ſhall be all ſet down for 
nothing in the laſt Account ; why hear you not the bleatings of | 
of the flocks, that cry, Take away theſe Wolyes, that rob us at 
your pleaſure ! 

You tell us dear Friend, the Knot of Tyth you cannot undo, 
now the Lord God and Father of 1:/#s be with you,and teach yon 
to work in your work: I preſume you are not left to ſerve alone, 
for the Father of Spirits is with you. S1r,] believe the fooliſh things 
of this Werld ſhall ſtand and confound the wiſe, and I do here 
pretume you will ſuffer a Fool gladly, becauſe you are wiſe. In- 
deed I cannot belieye Tyths are now to be practiſed, for it was the 

Tews Law, proper to them onely, becauſe no where commanded bur 
in the Ceremonial Law, and there was for divers uſes, whereof 
God provides for himſelf a Sacrifice, the firſt born $ the Levites 
bad no other Portivn nor Inheritance amongſt their Brethren but 
Tyths ; the Prieſts were to have ſome certain Fleſh , the firſt 
fruits, and for Purification ; alſo the Poor, the Strangers, Wid- 
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dows, and fatherleſs, were fed of the Tyths, and theſe with other 
Ceremonial worſhip were Types and Shadows of glorious things 
to come, and to be fulfilled by our great High Prieft (b-ift Teſs, 
and therefore '*tis ciear, Heby.7.12. the Prieſthood being changed, 
there is a neceſſity of changing that Law, it was not Moral; God 
never commanded eAbraham to give the Tenth, nor Celchiſedeck 
did not demand it, but the Text ſayth, He gave the Tenth; a- 
mong(t the 1/-aelites when they proſpered by the Sword, they 
fhared the Spoil to thoſe which remained at home, as well as to 
thoſe that went to war. Now we finde it caſt out of the New Te- 
ſtament, and diſuſed among the Chyſtian Churches ithe Primitive 
time, and of a truth it will and mult follow, they were brought in 
by Antichriſt, or ſome tyrannical Prince for him, and was diverted 
from Monks and Friers to Biſhops and Deans, and then to the Na- 
tional Miniſtry, and now ſome would have it for a Goſpel-Mi- 
niſtry ; but ſhall that which was for the moſt part, yea I may ſay 
altogether raiſed by the Pope the Antichriſt, and impoſed and con- 

firmed by Popiſh Laws, Councils, and Parliaments, and was an In- 
novation of Antichriſt for his worſhip, and is this day one of the 
Crutches he leaneth on in Erg/and ; ſhall this poor Inheritance 
crept out of Babel, be divided amongſt chem all ? Mnſt all ſhare of 
it ? No, let every one have his right, let the Anti: hriſtian Mapi- 
ſtrate, Miniſter, and Worſhipers take what pertairs co them ; and 
the Chri/?;an Magiſtrate, Minifter, and Worſhipers, take what per- 
. tainstothem; weare not of the entailed Heirs of Antichriſt, we 
drink not all of one Rock, we have ſworn and covenanted with: 
and before the high God to reſiſt in our Places all Popery and Po- 
piſh Innovations, in DoQrine, \WVorſhip, and Diſcipline. Now 
ſome ſay they were of free Gift, but prove that: perhaps ſome 
were, but moſt was impoſed, and that was to an idolatrous uſe, 
and therefore it was ill done to pive, and worſe to force it from 
men, for who required it at their hands ? alſo it is an unjuſt Main- 
tenance, there is no Calling pays like the Farmer, although there 
are rich moneyed men, great Merchants and Tradeſmen in the 
Land far-wav abler, yet pay little or nothing; alſo ſome Land pays 
nothing ar - ll, and other Lands which pay Tenths, which many 
times amounts to three parts of the Rents, are cozened, and pay 
the Tenth of all their ſtock every year, not laying by bis Seed eve- 
ry year, which he payd the Tenth of the year defore ; the Law 
gave but the Tenth of the Increaſe; alſo you have the Tenth of 


the 
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the Sheep, and the Tenth of the Wool of the nine that remained;. 
therefore this will bear the name of a cruel curſt Law : by this. 
means they bear dominion over us, and the Yoakis heavier upon 
that Calling than all others, contrary to the Apoſtles Rule, » Cor. 
8.13. neither is it that others ſhould be eaſed, and you grieved ; 
how like /ews do we look, with our Oblations, Tyths, and Offer- 
ings! Areweincarnal /:r/alem ſtill, or coming toward Mount 
Ston that new Jeruſalem ? Surely we are on our way, then ſtand. 
by you Tithes, you are not of Chrit. Men fear, and care, and 
concludeno Miniſtery, nor worſhip of God can be maintained 
without them. We never reade nor finde any of theſe uſedin 
Chriſt; and his Apoftles times, and yet Gods worſhip purely main- 
rained, and therefore carnal tears, and it being [ewi/ſh, — and 
unjuſt, undenyably I ſhall beg, that as you gave it not its birth, ſo 
let ic have neither breath nor being. 


But you will ſay, It is unjuſt, Impropriators ſhould loſe their 


Purchaſe. Indeed itis a very proper name, and ſuits their Title 


well, it is fitly ſo called, and were his Holineſs the Pope now keep- 
ing houſe here in Fng/and, he would ſooncurſe all ſuch Children, 
as have committed ſuch Sacrikedg, as thus to rob his Church. Ir is 
unjuſt for any man to pay any, therefore unjuſt for him to force to 
pay or recelveany ; it was never raiſed at the firſt to put in his 
Purſe, he doth nothing at all for ir, therefore no ſhadow of «ruth 
in it why he ſhould enjoy it; ir was firſt unjuſtly raiſed, then di- 
verted from the ule given, and ſtill is unjuſtly payd, and never will 
be juſt cill it go back ro the Landlord, who is the tru Owner there- 
of, for he bought the Land, and if any Commodity be found in 
the I and, and Purchaſe, mcre chan the Seller and Purchaſer were 
awareof, whoſe is it but the Purchaſers? as in all other Con- 
tracts and Bargains we take them at a)l adventures, ſomtimes they 
prove better, ſomtimes worſe thin expeRed. 


Again 1t will be ſayd, then you w:!l wrong, and perhaps undo 


. many, who have bought ſuch Improprizt Tithes, and payd largely 


for tizem. Indeed we fear many are wronged, but who hath de- 
ceived them ? Not you, the Keepers of our libertyes, and Mini- 
ſters of Juſtice: your duty is to defend the good and clear Title, 
and noteelſe : neither hath the Seller, for the Title was well known 
to be what it is, a Badg of Tyranny, for ſo Samxel perſwades 
Iſradl,. Sam.8.to avoydthat ' yranny, and have no King, [for he 


will have the Tyth of all, andit ſhall be for a Judgment, ye ſhall 
| A 3 cry: 
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Gy out in that day becauſe of your King, In Hewy th 

rhere was granted to him twe ſhillings No of Plough-1land, 
and in another Kings Reign there was granted the Eights of eve- 
ry City and Burrough, and Twelfths out of the Countrey ; and is 
any grieved, becau this being eſtabliſhed by a Law,is layd aſide ? 
Whether did King Heyy the f1xth alienate Tyth, or take it away 
by Law or not? We affirm Kings at their Coronation are ſworn 
to-govern according to Law; why were not mv and 
Ship-money willingly received under our late King ? No, we cry- 
ed out he was a Tyrant, ruling by a Prerogative Power. Was not 
King Hemy*; AQt the ſame? hewas in a rape, and had aluſtto do 
what he did, and ever ſince Cuſtom and the gain thereof hath 
eauſed that unlawfull AR to ſtand in ferce, and therefore why 
Mould not all the Patentee-men be ſatisfied ? King harls had as 
much Law on his (ide as King Her) ; it is the duty of a SubjeR of 
a Nation to know the Laws thereof, that they may be ſure to have 
Law on their ſides, for want of the knowledg hereof many have 
loſt thouſands of Pounds, and for redreſs have thrown hundreds 
after, and what recompence ſhould theſe men have? Surely none, 
unleſs they can ſummon their Deceivers to keep a Court of Con- 
{cxence. And for Impropriators, I am not againſt their having 
ſome ſatisfaRtion, it is but Equity and Juſtice, they ſhould have 
ſome recompence, but not from them which have not hurt them, 
unleſs they will; I wiſh they may finde good mercifull men : and 
it it werea forced Salary at the firſt, it being unequal for pro- 
portion with other mens Eſtates, and unjuſt, becauſe yereceived 
rhe Tenth of the Increaſe, and the Tenth of the Stock, as was 
made appear, and becauſe it was gathered to uphold a Popifh wor- 
hip, it ought to fall with the worſhip : again, grant it were a free 
Gift at the firſt, and ſuppoſe all to be in the Donors power to be- 
ſtow, (which ] do queſtion, how he could give any other than his 
own, viz: the Tenth of his Land,) yet beings taken away from the 
uſe for which it was given, and converted to no ſuch end, but ſold 
away for gain,& imployd to particular mens benefit ; this implyes 
the Donor had no Power, yea, was not capable of a Gifr,if he-were 
capableto give a Gifr,& ſuch a Gift,then thatGift wzs lawful,and 
rhenwho had power to ſell ſuch a Gift,and divert it from that uſe? 
but if the Magiſtrat ſay, the uſe was unlawfull, then 1 ſay the Gitr 
was an unlawfull Gift,and the Boons return from whence it came. 


Indeed it is unavoidable, ſome late Purchaſers will be Loſers Wye 
| unleſs 
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ealeſs the Charity of the men of the | a or the Seller, or the” 
Seate, will asan ARt of their Grace and Mercy give ſome Gratuity 
to ſuch as have little elſe, which they are to acknowledg te be a 
free Gitt if they receive any thing, but ſome have kept it long, 
and bought it for a ſmall matter, and have ſo employd it, that 
whea they give it back again; it will not ow them a Penny : alfo 
this fort of men or the greateſt number of them will be Gainers in 
their other Land more than this comes to it Tyths fall, and indeed 
they muſt & wilbfall ere loag,and I perſwade my ſelf if the Parha- 
ment will not honor themſelves ſo far as to throw them down, the 
People will diſhonor themſelyes ſo much as to pay them with grear- 
unwillingneſs. We are declared to be xfree Nation, and the Magi- 
. ftrat profeſſing to take off all burdenſom Yoaks, whereof Samuel 
the Prophet cals this one in the place beforenamed ; and theſe are 
they that eat the fat and deſt fruit, in many places, they bave the 
ekicef Tyth, and perbaps the Miniſter hath left him ſome Tyth Eggs, 
and the reſt of all the ſmall Tyrh, not enough to maintain many of 
them in a mean ſort. _s 

And for encouragement to all Impropriators,conſider Ipray you 
what e-Fmeziah did, 2 Chron:25. he made but « bad Bargain ts 
toſe his money, and have nothing for it, becauſe willing to take 
counſel of the Lord;ſo do ye,reſtoreback again,openly,rather chan 
wrongs thy ſelf and cckaliboar by a Law ; I would have them con- 
fider what that Traitor 7«d«s did, read you never, after he was 
convicted of fin,taking unlawfull wages for unlawfull work, fayth 
he, Take the thirty Pieces of Silver agarn : But it is affirmed by ſome 
the national Miniſters have an equitable and unqueſtionably righe 
to Tyths as any man hath to his Free-hold, (bur I think chey are 
deceived) ſee Fox Atts and Monuments, Volume 1.pag. 604,632,669. 
and he that robs them in Tyths and Offerings may as well takg away any 
mans Free-hold. 1 take it a man holds bis Free-hold either by Pur- 
chaſe or Gift, or is Heir by deſcent, but they cannot elaim Tyths 
as that they bought them, nor yet of Gift, ( Antichriſt was no ſuch 
BenefaQor to raiſe them,and pive it to any other than the Brats of 
his own breed) and a ſtrange thing it is, how it ſhould come &@ 
them by deſcent, for ſure they are nor all of one ſtock ; bur haply 
the Magiſtrat having long accuſtomed himſelf with old Idolaters 
and Tyrants, and living with them, might obſerve their manners, 
and at laſt divide the Prey as well as others before, as it is ſayd of 
the two ſons of fefics, Exch.19. bring nouriſhed among the Lien, 
Whelps they became as Linn: In- 


Indeed I may ſay, though rhere be much Rubbiſh of the Romiſh 
Kirk caſt our, yet all the Hirh places are not quite taken away, and 
though Tyths have been confirmed by Popiſh Parliaments, and 
the Kirk (fo called) who have been Lords Paramount in England, 
for many years,and ſo would not let their glory fall: alſo by others . 
who have ſhared the Spoyl with them, whoſe Intereſt hath been as 
ſweet to them as their Perogative : I ſay, what if theſe have kept up 
the old Cuſtom, yet this lets not, but a Chriſtian Magiſtrate may 
and ought to take down all the kigh Places that remain. O feels 
Generacion,Why count ye it an hard thing to caſt outTyths | have you 1- 
ny thing to ſay more why this ſhould not ceaſe, but only your Co- 
vetouſneſs and Cuſtom? I preſume you will nor in other Caſes 
plead, that Cuſtom gives a clear Right and Intreſt, for then thoſe . 
that have accuſtomed themſelves to ſteal, may plead Cuſtom to be 
a Law for them; and he that hath received a.puitr, may plead it is a 
duty for the Donor to give another guift : indeed you make ſuch a 
Smoak with your Arguments, as have put out and blinded the eyes 
of many,and made many looksas it were a-ſquint.The Prophets are 
bid to cry aloud againſt theAbominacions of theTimes, Iam noPro- 
phet, nor prophets Son, yet 1 am bold to perſwade you to do what 
you canto caſt ous Baal, and all the Idols thereof, and Carſed ic he 
that doth the work of the Lord negligently 

If any ſhall maintain Tyths to be # loft Inheritance, and would 
make uſe of Nam.5.8. for a recovery,and to be dedicated to theMi- 
niſtry for the Service of theLord : Iſhall anſwer, this inſtance is im- 
proper ; firſt becauſe theText ſpeaks of a wrong done,a lin or treſ- 
paſs againſt any man,for that is implied; ſome man muſt be wrong- 
ed,but who is wrong'd here,or what Miniſter ofChz/# can chalenge 
Tych to be his, and if none be wronged, none ought to be offend- 
ed if taken away, and then there is no Sin or Treſpaſs committed : 
bur if you ſay they are the Magiſtrates, then what need you ſtrain 
fo far to bring a loft Law,to make it a loſt Inheritance ? for the Law 
wasCeremoniall in every branch of it : firſt there is required Reſti- 
rucion with the Prineipal, a recompence of the Treſpaſs,and a fifth 
Part added ; now what Law of God that is Morall requires any 0- 
ther then Reſticucion, according to the nature of the offence, ſom- 
times bare Reſtitucion, ſomtimes four-fold,ſomtimes ſeven, but Re- 
ſrirucion of principal Dammage, and a fifch Pare added is Ceremo- 
niall, if not why do not all Offenders add the fifch Part. Secondly 
to de payd to the uſe of the Preiſts for the Service of the Loxd, but 
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new there is no ſuch Subje& or Obje, the Preiſt-hood is fillen.” 
and we look for one to come. Thirdly, Reſtitucion was not, nor 
could not be made without the Ram for Atonement, for the Text 
ſayth, beſides the Ram for Atonement : I know it was practiſed by 
the mother Church of Rowe, when any man dyed Inteftat, the Pope 
poſſeſſed himſelfe of all theEſtate. 

Tythes are not ſo Ciy || as ſome men account ; they were ſet a- 
part from common uſes, and conferred upon the Church, becauſe 
theTenth was counted holy ; and whether ic was done by the Pope 
or ſome towardly Son of his, and their ingenions Councill, yet ir 
was their vainSuperſticion to divert this holyTenth co cheChurch, 
becauſe now no expreſs Stipend or conſtant Salary is allotted fince 
the Jewes Law for the Service of the Lord, and to keep up worſhip 
what God required in one Generacion he required not in ano_ 
ther for worſhip : how differently was God well picaſed in 
the ſeverall Ages of the world ! in Abe/s time before the Floud, 
and Abrahams time, it was different from Moſes and Solomons time, 
and that different from the Apoſtles and Primitive time ; the farſt 
Fruits of Sheep that would ſerve in one Age, was not enough in a- 
notherApe, with the Tenth and Redempcion of the firſt-born, and 
daily Sacrifice, but abundance muſt be added for the Tabernacle, 
and Temple work, in its time, and for the Church in the New Te- 
ftament, you know all theſe chargable Sacrifices were too little : 
Chrift tels the young man he wwſt /ell all : Zacchens gave halfe of his 
goods, and Scripture ſayth,many that haa Lands and Poſſeſſinr5,conn- 
ed the Price of them, and layd it at the eApoſiles Feet, becauſe of the 
need : we proporcion our Contribucion by our Civ ll Law, accord- 
ing to the eſtate and condicion of the Object, and we ſhould lay 
out towards the Worſhip of God, that that Worſhip might be 
maintained in honour, by all that count it their honour to have a 
right worſhip ; and this is to be obſerved, every one to miniſter ac- 
cording to what a man hath, keeping this in your Eye, the fouriſh- 
ing ſtate of the Church, and choſe that miniſter there : ſcmerimes 
the condicion of the Church may be ſuch, that the bundredth parc 
ofa mans Eſtatelayd out in Gods Cauſe anu Worſhip, may be an 
acceptable Sacrifice, and again at other cines 3 parts of 4 w.ll not 
be ſufficient ; from whence you may conclude, that Tyths, Tenths, 
Or acertain Stipend, enjoyned every man towar\l the Service or 
VVorlhip of the Lord, is not the way of Chriſt, andif you would 
not count me proud, I would challenge you for an Inſtance from 
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oe Cciptures, where the Magiſtrate was to uſe his Coercive Power, 
or the VVorfhip of God ; but the Prophets did acconut them ac- 
curſed if they obſerved not all the Commands of God to do them : 
Yet are Chriſtian Magiſtrats an unſpeakable Bleſling in a Land, 
aid the age paſt would have tound it ſo, could the Flock of Chy;/t 
| bur have eſcaped with theirLives out of the hands of thoſeWolves ; 
we enjoy more; they are a Refuge to keep off the Storms, they caſt 
out and abhor [dolatry, and falſe worſhip, and are Tender of all NR 
that tear our God, yea the Church may ſay, behold the Magiſtrate 
One with us, he hands along with her ; therfore my prayer is,that 
as he hath companied with her in the wilderneſs, and hath lenr 
her his help in an untrodden way, amongſt vaſt and terrible Eni- 
mies, that he will cravell with her till chey both come to their Reſt, 


and certain it is, there is a Reſt for the People of God, and then 1 
dare ſay, I know who will pay them forall : the cruthis, Antichriſt 
put into £nglard to advance his Throne and worſhip, and to that | 
end muſt have this maintenance; now we renounce Antichriſt, 8 
his wav, and reſfolve,that feſms Chriſt being upon his Throne, ſhall 
rul-vs in ! is way : then Judg the caſe, while we lived under Anti- 
ch-iſt»i.n \' piſtrates, we covid expe no other Laws, but ſuch as 
| © ac, -' erefore muſt ſuffer his manners ; and whether he forced 
lyhs ..w, or becamea [.ying-Spirir, to ſeduce for Poll:tick ends, 
and fo rait*d his maintenance, by threatning damnacion to the ip- 
rorant world, if they dedicated not heir hoy -ntbs to ſuch a uſe: 
yer muſt this ſtand as the Lawes ot the Iedes and Perſians, faſter 
than all other Lawes that hath been tound, not according to the 
word of God, and (o repealed by the Reformers of theſe Times : 
Statutes of Princes were no excuſe to 1ſ/yae/, to follow, but the 
were reproved for obſerving them, Micah 6.15. Methinks I hear 
ſome of the Conſciencious Miniſters ſay, 1 wiſh the firſt iruirs were 

down, that is a little too ſuperſticious ; and I dare fay,if they knew 

how to ſignifie ſo much to you without weakning the whole Foun- 

Gdacion, you ſhould quickly hear of ſome tumble Pericioners : buc 

if I might be the Judg, I ſhould condemn none, if they paſs by all 

ſuch kinde of Deyocion : ſome counted it a out Loſs when Mono- 

polizers and their Patents werecaſt out, but the Voyce of them 

that rejoyced, was greater than the Cry of thoſe that mourned : 

why halt ye between God and Baal; let us chuſe him that is God, 

and follow him : doth any particular man loſe a Juſt and Lawfull 

Inheritance, if caken away ? why then I Oppreſs no man if I m_ 
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hold my Tything, and then what command of God is broken ?_ 
. If Tyrhes fall, the Nacion in general wil gain it, the Eandlogd 
and Tenant wil ſhare it, and oftheſe two ſorts the whol Land al- 
moſt conliſis; and theſe are they, with the Souldiery, that under 
God bave redeemed the Nacion from eAntichriſts yoak, for why 
goeth to Warfare on his own coſt ? Moneys and Treaſures are accoun- 
red the ſinews of War, by it they have redeemed our Government 
and Laws, and if there come any right of gayn therby, let them 
ſhare init : but 1 wonder ſome of our enemies have gone bur 
an equal ſhare with us that have born the brunt, and heat of the 
day | This et of Cblivien hath bin like Agags ſparing many of 
the fat cattel ; me thinks Subſidies on ſome men would do well, 
Chriſt and Peter in Math. 17. conclude from whom the Princes of 
che Earta take Tribute or Pole-money. But to our Queſtion, 
Every family, perſon, ſubjeRt, high or low, muſt lay out tor the 
worſhip of God, as God commands ; but if we give away our 
Tyrhes, which is the Commonwealths and Nacions in general, 
hereby, and then the Commonwealth eſpecially, the poor Land- 
lords and poor Tenants, wil be the more difabled, and out of ca- 
pacity to lay out for the worſhip of God, which he requires of 
chem. You wil ſay, the Magiſtrat ſhould diſpole of ir. I ſay,God 
requires every man that he diſcharge his duty in the worſhip of 
God: andIfay, how can many people do any thing when the 
Magiſtrat hath robd us of ſo much of our ſubſtance ? 1 wil appeal 
to Chriſtians, if they have faith enoug!: to beleeve, in every age 
that the Magiſtrat wil employ the Commonwealths ſubſtance al- 
way to the glory of God, his worſhip, and tle relief of the Saints; 
perbaps this Magiſtrat may, bur :aply the next may be as ano- 
ther Pharaoh, that knew not Jo/. ph, So wil not know the aftiicti- 
ons of Joſeph: and ſhal we now put-our necks under their feer, 
and defire them to boar us thorough the Ear for ever | No, if this 

ea Chriſtian Magiſtracy, let them take oft us what theſtate and 
cond:cion of affaires cais for, and what God requires of them, 
if this be not a time, under a Chriſtian Magiftrat, to preclaym 
Liberty from eAntichriſt, when then | The Jews bad a Law, if a 


man ſould bis Inheritance, and were nor able to redezm it, he By Scripta 
Moutd ſtay but untill the year of 7xb:le, the fiftieth year, and account St 
then it ſhould return to.the ſame Fan.ily again for nothing : we yen z am 
have had a ceneracion that have taken away our ſnbſtance, g00d ber of p 
and plealant things, for 7 hundred years together, au = re- fetts : 
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Uremedit again with ovr Blood and Treaſure ; and- ſtiall not we 
Keep our Jubile yet ! then be ye boared chorough till the End of 
all things. 

But Fork all yer benighted Queſtions ; Suppoſe Tythes 
were given, the tenth of a mans Land to the Popiſh Prieſt, and all 
the holy Order created Officers by a Papal power,, Antichriſt be- 
ing Supream in chat Throne: I ſay, admit they were given to 
heir le, and the Uſe of the poor, as Writers make ir appear they 
w:re. Now the poor have been diſ-inherited wrongstully, for 
our Saviour ſayth, the poor yee have alwayes with you, but that 
Order of Officers (created as: aforeſayd) ought to have no room 
nor ſtanding in the Chnrch, as ſubjeRs fic to receive the ſame : 
And as itis with an Annuity, 3: hum out of a mans Land, tt is 
payable.no longer than ſuch perſons to whiom it was given, live to 
receiveit ; the Land may be often ſould, and the Annuity payd 
Ntill, bur at laſt it fals into ſome of their hands for want of heyrs : 
I fay,the Officers aforeſaid are, &ought to be caſt out, & no other 
by the Laws of the Lar:d can chalenge Tyth, but ſuch as have bin 
ſealed with the Mark of che Beaſt, aforeſayd : So that to me it ap- 
pears, if. the Stare charge this Land wich the Paying of Tyth, it 
muſt be-by a new Impoſt : It is not the wages the Goſpel Miniſters 
can chalenge, it may be inſufficient, or too much for Goſpelers to 
offer in Faith. And as for the poor, the Laws of the Land have 
provided that they be maintayned according to their nzed: And 
as for a Stock to maintayn Wars, and Neporiations with other 
Nacions, as a Treaſury for the Magiſtrate, for State Aﬀetires ; this 
ſhould berayſed according to occaſion : therfore if Tyth ſtill re- 

main payable, and the uſe be ceaſed, then the little finger of our 
Magiſtrat will be heavier than our fathers loyns, our fathers bore 
the woodden yoak, and we the yron. 

An4 now I beſeech you (dear friend) in the bowels of the Lord 
Teſus, miſtake me not, as if by this I would overthrow the Mini- 
ſtry, a thing my ſoul abhors, but my prayers are that God would 
purify the Houſe of Levi, and that all the Prophets of the Lord may 
be holy. Oh, ſhall I deny that which is of God ! God forbid : 1 
know the Miniſtry to be an Ordinance of God, Ephe/. 4.11,12,153. 
and I hope I ſhall never live to deny the leaſt Nrdinance of God ; 
I kad rather paſs to the Grave and there reſt in flence, than to 
have |my Name ſtand among that proud Generacion : 1 know 
12 was the. fruit of Chriſts Interceſflion, to ſtore. the Church with 
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guiſes for the elifyiog of thabody of Chriſt, that is, the Ch 
and the faithfull Miniſters of the Goſpel have a precious lt 
comlinels in my ey, eſpecially thoſe « wn love the work for 
Maſters ſake, 1 mean the converſion of ſouls; . I ſay their employ- 
ment ts the moſt honourable, rhey ſerve rhe ).ord Chriſt : They 
that convert ſoules to God ſhall ſhine as the Starres in the Firma- 
ment : they are fathers in the Church ; and it may ſerve to hume 
ble men, that God bath appointed this way, ro reach men by mem: 
And my prayer to God is, that he would ſend out -mare faithfull 
Labourers, for the harveſt is great.. Alſo Maintenance for them 
1s as clear an Ordinance as the other; 1 could inſtance in ma 
Scriptures, Gal.6. 6. and the beſt of outward things befits the 
belt Calling, and not. nigardly porcions; for they muſt uſe Hoſpw 
tality, and fo be Enſamples for their flock, and for a ChriſtiarfNa- 
cion ſo profeſling to be; tis not our glory but our ſhame to ler 
them live beggerly, and in diſgrace; as we flouriſh, they ſhould 
be partakers :. he that. gives freely. and of a chearfull minde, he 
. offers the acceptable Sacrifice to Gvd, and none is accepted for. 
Sacrifice but ſuch. Our Saviour ſayth, rhe time ſhall come, that 
be that worſhipeth, ſhall Worſhip #n [þ1rit and in truth: but you wil 
ſay, who ſhal take care for the worſhip of God, Miniſters, and 
Maintenance, in the mean time ? That 1 ſuppoſe-is your work 
to be ſtudying how to be nurſing fathers to the Church, and to 
ſee that thoſe that preach and publiſh the Goſpel under your 
Dominion, may have du encouragement and ſupply ; I think 
none wil.deny but that they ſhould participate with us in our: 
good and pleaſant temporall things, and 1 judg it better by. guift. 
than force: inthe Old Teſtament they gave all things as they had 
them for building the Temple and Sacrifice :: the Apoſtle tels Ana-- 
its, wa bt not in thy power? Acts 5.4. The portion God ap- 
pointed the Levites as it was typicall, ſo to encourage them in. 
the work, ſo that being about the work of the Lord, they might 
not be hindered: and the mayntenance Miniſters ſhould receive 
beſides as duty trom the Donor, it ſhould be for encouragement 
to him whoſe work is enouglt. for the whole body and minde : is 
ir any enconragement to a ſervant to continu his ſervice, that: 
muſt ſu for his wages after earned by painfull ſweatings and bard 
labor? is ir any encouragment to the Merchant and Tradeſman, 
after t2ey have made uſe of their urmoſt skill in buying, and wait- 
ed t0 take thedeſt ſcaſou for Winde and Tide to bring home their: 
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Goods, and after all muſt impoſe them on ſuch as will never pay 
till haled co Prifon , this ſpeaks the Commodityes to have no 
worthin them ; ſo for the Miniſters of {hiſt to have their Wages 
by force, and to be a man of ſtrife when his Meſſage is Peace, and 
prectous work, it is I ſay for him to force, and become a Ruff-man : 
Can hedo this and be encouraged in is work? the Word fayth 
alluding to them, The Laboxrer is Worthy of h:s hier ; ſo that the 
Goſpel is of fome worth ; and O that the Gofpel misht diffolve 
hard hearts more; many times it proves bur ſoucr Food to cat 
the Bread of him that hath an evil eye, yet many have their teeth 
fer on edg. 

I wiſh theſe faults were amended, the covetouſneſs of the Mini- 
Kers leſs, and the Charity of the People more. | know no Rule in 
the Word of God, that the Magiſtrat ſhould tudy wholly to de- 
liver the Miniſter from living ſomwhat by Faith : now how far a 
Chriſtian Magiſtrat may force worſhip, and for worſhip in every 
 Panxili/io I will not diſpute, but this 1 know, Goſpel Principles 
bears, that every man do what hedo in Faith : and this I know4s 
according to the Law of Nations, if the Magiſtrat command any 
thing againſt my conſcience, I ought to obey or ſuffer ; 1will nor 
undertake to ſay what the Magiſtrate may not do as a Magiſtrat, 
but Tconceive this he may do wichout oppreſling any, give to the 
Miniſters the Glebe Land in all places, alfo all thoſe Lands wreſted 
out of the Biſhops hands, for whatſoever we won by conquering 
eur late Enemy, and not ſold in the three Nations, is in your 
power to give or ſell, and much more : were Ia Stateſman (pardon 
the ſuppoſal) 1 ſhould bend my minde to finde out to ſerve the 
Church, and bring my glory to her; and if there were fewer fixed 
Miniſters in moſt parts of the Downs, and thoſe places and Va- 
riſhes where there are fzw Inhabitants joyned, and an itinerat, 
#odly, and able Miniftry to journey from place to place, it may 
probably awake the deaf and dead finners more; and O that 
chey might hear the voyce of the Son of Goa andlive ; bur if 
they will not hear nor receive them, to turn away. But Sir, want 
E Bowels or Expreſſions, the deareft Lord knowerh I ſpeak the 
eruth in Criſt, 1ly not, for it pierceth my hearr as ſharp arrows, 
ro think that Gods [.abourers (for ſo they are called) ſhould royl 
all the day of their Pilgrimage, pravins, and woing men in Cyrijts 
ſtead that they would he reconciled ro God, and while they are 
telling them the good ridings of the Goſpel, and counſelling and 
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pointing out to the fooliſh world ?eſvs Chriſt, which is the tru 
Bread come down from Heaven, and for all this men have no 
bowels moved, to count them worthy of common Bread; my heart 
pityes all hard hearts, and all hearts bound up, whom their own 
ey does not pity. Let them know, Mercy is but Mercy in its time, 
and then Juſtice ſeals what Mercy leaves : © you precious hearts | 
conſider your labor ſhall not be loſt in the Lord; Can you 
ſpend and be ſpent for the Lord Chriſt ? Remember who fy It, 
{ Will never leave you, nor forſake you : Do not think you ſervean 
bard Maſter : Can you believe the Children of the Earth will ho- 
nor you with what is theirs ? Chriſt ſayth, The world loves its own, 
and if ye Were not the Children of the Light, the World Would not hate 

Jeu; I know no Rule they have to match the world ſo well as this, 

ye ſtand by Faith in the greateſt Teace and Proſperity that can be, 
| You are at uncertaintyes with the world, how long you ſhall 
ſtand, or when you fhall fall; Remember (br; Kingdom ## not of 
thi world, therefore poſſeſs all you have or would have by Faith, 
and it is not long but he that ſhall come will come, and bring hi re- 
ward with him ; but wo to thoſe whoſe Gold and Silver is cankered 
through ignoble imployment, for the Ruſt of it ſhall witneſs 
againſt them. Dives hath his place. F have nothing more with 
you for the preſent, for I know not how you can bear this : In the 
mean time you may be ſure, 1 honor your Authority, your Coun- 
ſel, your Perſon, and ſo commit you to the Eternal God, and ſtil 


remaila 


Tour Honors 31 all humble. 
and du obſervance. 


